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Oz

Genis ¢apli sosyolojik ve politik dontisiimler, sayet igsel dinamiklerin ve toplumsal temayiillerin dogal
akisinin iiriinii degillerse cebri ve baskici nitelikler gosterebilirler. Kiiltiirel alanin tesviyesi, sosyal
olanin yeniden kurgulanmasi, politik sistemin smirlarinin yeniden ¢izilmesi, yeni mesruluk
standartlarinin  belirlenmesi; miizikten mimariye, giyimden egitime kadar her alana iligkin yeni
degerler sisteminin ve bunu miimkiin kilacak yeni bir sembolik evreni insa ¢abasi, s6z konusu cebri ve
baskic1 pratigin ne kadar genis bir alana yayilabilecegini gosterir. Yeni degerler sistemi ve sembolik
evren insasi ise ¢ogunlukla dikotomik bir iliski {izerinden saglanir. Yeni, biitliniiyle tistiin ve pozitif
niteliklerle tanimlanip vasfedilirken, yeninin anlamin pekistirecek sekilde onun karsisina konan eski
ise neredeyse biitiiniiyle eksik, kusurlu ve negatif niteliklerle resmedilir. Yeni bir paradigma ve degerler
diinyasi tizerine yiikselme iddiasinda olan Cumhuriyet’in kurucu sdylemi de kendi megruluk zeminini
tesis etmek ve yeni sosyo-politik sistemin sinirlarini belirlemek amaciyla, boylesi bir eski-yeni ikiligini
esas almistir. “Kurucu sdylem”, her tiir siireklilik iddias1 ve diigiincesini yadsiyarak, tarihi kendisi ile
baslatan bir kopus anlatisina yonelmistir. Halbuki tarih asla iddia edildigi gibi mutlak, kesin ve keskin
kopuslar barindirmaz. Once/gelenek, gesitli bicimlerde yeninin igerisinde var olur. Ancak bunu yok
saymaya calismak; hatta bunda zecri yontemlerle 1srar etmek, toplumsal kopmalara, ayrismalara,
sistem ve mesruluk krizlerine neden olur/olmustur. Bu anlamda ¢alisma, Cumhuriyet'in kurucu
paradigmasi ve kurucu sOylemine odaklanmakta; bunun gecerliligini ve muhtemel sonuglarmi
tartismaya a¢gmay1 amaclamaktadir.
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Abstract

Large-scale sociological and political transformations may display compulsory and repressive qualities
if they are not the product of the natural flow of internal dynamics and social tendencies. Levelling the
cultural sphere, reconstructing the social, redrawing the boundaries of the political system, setting new
standards of legitimacy; the effort to construct a new system of values in every field, from music to
architecture, from clothing to education, and the creation of a new symbolic universe that makes it
possible, shows how far this compelling and repressive practice can be. The new system of values and
the construction of the symbolic universe is often achieved through a dichotomic relationship. While
the new is defined and characterized by all the superior and positive qualities, the old which is put
against it in a way that reinforces the meaning of the new is almost completely depicted with
incomplete/deficient, imperfect and negative qualities. The founding discourse of the Republic, which
claims to rise on a new paradigm and a world of values, is based on such an old-new duality in order
to establish its own legitimacy and define the boundaries of the new socio-political system. “The
founding discourse”, which denies all kinds of continuity claims and ideas, has turned to a narrative of
rupture that started history with itself. Whereas, history never contains absolute, definite and sharp
breaks as claimed. Prior/tradition exists in the new in various ways. But try to ignore it; In fact, insisting
on this by stringent methods leads to social breaks, disintegrations, crises of system and legitimacy. In
this sense, this study focuses on the founding paradigm and founding discourse of the Republic; it aims
to open the discussion of its validity and its possible consequences.
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